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2.       Dear Friends  

 Since our last edition of The Messenger there has been some 
major progress in how we have been operating as the COVID-19 
dust begins to settle.  Most importantly of course, from Pentecost 
on the 23rd of May, our building has been open again for Sunday 
Worship after a period of 60 weeks.  Broadcasting the service from 
the building and continuing our telephone service ensures there are 
options that allow everyone the opportunity to participate in a way 
that suits best. 

Following my letter of 6th May and the feedback received, the IT 
equipment that was proposed has been purchased and will be 
installed soon.  This will greatly enhance the quality of the 
broadcast that comes from the Church, improve the sound quality in 
the Church and create opportunities to develop the use of the 
building.  It could also potentially enable us to share worship 
resources with congregations across the wider URC. 

As organisations and groups look to restart in accordance with 
Government Guidelines, there is much excitement in The 
Murrayfield Club.  I continue as acting chair of the Trustees and 
have been delighted to see that as part of our response to being 
unable to meet in person, the take up of our weekly Activity Packs 
has been well received by many members of Saughtonhall.  Lesley 
and her staff team continue to do a great job.  The development 
that is causing the excitement is that hopefully from September the 
Club will be opening a cafe in Saughtonhall on a Friday morning.   
Initially this will be open to Club members and members and friends 
from our three Murrayfield Churches Together congregations.    

In my letter of 6th May I suggested that we took this opportunity of 
reopening to remind our neighbours of our presence.  What can we 
as a local church offer our community in 2021 as we emerge in to a 
new way of being Church?  A key part of this should be feelings of 
belonging and togetherness through a sense of God’s presence 
and grace with family, friends, neighbours and strangers.  
Something many are seeking given the COVID 19 experience.  This 
will only work if it is embraced and driven by you.  I am happy to 
lead a strategy team in a process of discernment however, 
members and friends of all ages and stages need to be on board as 
we can all do something, no matter how small.  If you would like to 
know more and perhaps even join the strategy team, please let me 
know - it’s never too late.  To get this moving we need a team, so 
please give this some prayerful consideration as we build on the 
spiritual and numerical growth we have witnessed in Saughtonhall 
since March 2020.   
                     

http://facebook/saughtonhall/
https://www.facebook.com/dukesturc/
mailto:secretary@saughtonhall.com


 As it is now possible to carry out pastoral visits again, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch if you would like a visit from the minister 
or know someone that would. 
Finally, thank you to everyone who has continued supporting 
Saughtonhall in so many ways over these hard months of 
restrictions.  It’s not quite over yet, but it does look like we are 
approaching the light at the end of that very long tunnel. 
 
Ever present God, 
In these sunnier days we breathe a sigh of relief. 
But we also breathe a sigh of despair as our world has changed. 
As Saughtonhall begins a new way of being Church; 
grant us courage and confidence knowing all that we have been. 
And grant us vision and energy as we discern where we go next. 
Enable us to be a beacon of light in the community we serve, 
draw people to us; and ensure through all we say and do, 
we reflect your grace and are the people you call us to be. 
In joy, in love, in peace and in hope; 
we ask this in Jesus name. 
Amen 
Yours in Christ,              The Revd David M Scott, BSc BD(Min) 
Website : http://www.saughtonhall.com/ 
Facebook :-
https://www.facebook.com/saughtonhall/?modal=admin_todo_tour 

================================================ 

 Email…. 
It was suggested at the latest Elders meeting that we have a list of email 
addresses for the congregation. If you have an email address and would 
like it added please send it to:- 

news@saughtonhall.com 

Any email addresses provided will be held securely and only used for 
Church purposes to communicate with the congregation. No details 
will be used for any other purpose or released to any other 
congregation member or external party. Your email address can be 
removed from the list at any time on request. 

 Funerals 
Geraldine McPhee, Whitson Road                     Died 11th Jan.2021 

Mrs Dorothy Muir, Glendevon Ave and Shetland   

          Died 23rd Feb.2021 

Mrs Jean Blackhall, Murrayfield House Care Home 

          Died 13th May 2021 

 

 A Walk During Lockdown…………… 

I went for a walk this morning. I paused for breath – 
and in that moment, took time to really look at a tree….                                                                                         

I don’t know its name – but it was big, and sturdy, and tall.                                                                                                                                                                            
Its leaves were full, and so very green. 
The next tree along – a dramatic splash of burgundy against the 
sky.                                                                                                 
In that moment, I was enveloped by the colours and sounds I might 
usually not notice. I consciously, deliberately, breathed the air …  
And I was reminded – life is good!   It’s good to be alive!            
Now I am home.                                                                                                                            
And I don’t know why I’m telling you all this –                                                         
because you were there –You were with me. Around me, and 
within me. You always are.  You always will be.     
                                                Karen Campbell, “Conversations”, URC Prayer Handbook 2021 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 In the time of Quiet, by Philippa Atkin. 

No one’s told the daffodils about the pause to Spring 
And no one’s told the birds to roost and asked them not to sing 
No one’s asked the lazy bee to cease his bumbling around 
And no one’s stopped the bright green shoots emerging through 
the ground. 
No one’s told the sap to rest, deep within the wood 
And stop the sleepy trees from waking, wreathed about in bud 
No one’s told the sky to douse its brightest shades of blue 
And stop the scudding clouds from puffing headlong into view 
No one’s asked the lambs to still the springs beneath their feet 
To stop their rapid rush and quell each joyful bleat 
No one’s told the stream to halt its gurgle or its flow 
And warned the playful breezes not to gust and blow 
No one’s asked the raindrops not to fall upon the earth 
And fall to quench the soil in the season of rebirth 
No one’s locked the sun down, dimmed the shimmer of the moon 
And even in the darkest night, the stars are still immune 
Remember what you value, remember who is dear 
Close the doors to danger and keep your family near 
In the quiet all around just take the time to sit and stare  
and wonder at the beauty unfurling everywhere 
Look towards the future, after the ordeal 
And keep faith in Mother Nature’s power and will to heal. 

http://www.saughtonhall.com/
https://www.facebook.com/saughtonhall/?modal=admin_todo_tour
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Pray it forward. 

The Children’s Ministry in the URC sprang into action in May 2021 
with idea of flooding the communities with prayer. Using the 
talents of everyone the idea was to create prayer tokens, attach a 
pray it forward label and distribute into areas of the communities 
praying for, and flood the community with God’s love. Irene and Val 
took up the challenge at Saughtonhall making cards, Angels, and 
hearts to name a few and distributing into the community for 
people to find. If you are out on your daily walk watch out for them 
around and about. You may be lucky to find one.        Irene and Val 

========================================= 

                     

MILK BOTTLE TOPS 
Please keep collecting milk bottle tops and hand them in at church. 

The money raised is for Palliative Care in all forms, the latest 3 have been 
Marie Curie, MacMillan Nurses and The Lavender Trust. The latter is 
concerned with relaxing, soothing and easing of patients’ pain using 

massage with special oils. 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
EGG BOXES… 
Can you keep your empty egg boxes for Duke Street 
Foodbank. Please hand them in at church. 

   

SAUGHTONHALL DRAMA GROUP 
Saughtonhall Drama Group, like every other 

group and organisation, has continued to be 

affected by the restrictions imposed because 

of the Coronavirus pandemic. As a result of 

these restrictions no productions have been 

staged for over a year and no future productions have yet been 

planned. But we hope and pray that matters will improve this year to 

allow us to return to ‘normal’. 

However, two of our members, John Webster and Sarah Howley, 

had a socially-distanced meeting to discuss how to show that, 

although we were not allowed to meet, the group were still in 

existence. Following that meeting they held auditions and readings 

on zoom for an audio play.  At the beginning of the year Candice 

Sullivan was involved in the filming of a Christmas movie, ‘Princess 

Switch 3’, which is due to be released on Netflix at the end of the 

year. Over the Easter weekend The Edinburgh Passion 2021 

portrayed stories from characters who knew Jesus revealing some 

insight into his final days. Saughtonhall Drama Group’s contribution 

involved John Webster, at 11.30am on Friday, 2nd April,  playing the 

part of Pontius Pilate. To view the various scenes from The Passion 

go to www.edinburghpassion.com or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gWTnwT7bJg. 

 

It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge that Gladys Bell, our 

longest-serving and only remaining founder member celebrated her 

96th birthday in April. 

But, on a sadder note, it is with regret I have to inform you of the 

death of Jean Blackhall who passed away peacefully, at the age of 

91, on Thursday, 13th May at Murrayfield House Care Home in 

Murrayfield Avenue.  

As well as being a member of the church at Saughtonhall, Jean was 

also a member of Saughtonhall Drama Group for about twenty 

years. Initially, she enjoyed ‘treading the boards’ and appeared in 

numerous productions then, latterly, she stepped back from the stage 

but continued as an active member of the front of house team. 

Unfortunately, because of health reasons, she spent the last five or 

six years in the Care Home. 

At the request of her family Jean’s funeral was private. 

Jack Simpson 
(Drama Secretary) 

http://www.edinburghpassion.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gWTnwT7bJg


Shoebox Appeal 2021 

Last year we managed to fill 21 boxes.  This 

year, with your help, we hope to fill many 

more.  Here’s what is needed: 

Essential Items:                                                                                                    
Toothbrush and toothpaste                                                                                            
Hat, Scarf, Gloves, Soap                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Underwear                                                                                                                    
Small Toy (Please only include new shop-bought toys)                                    
Sweets (No chocolate or any other food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than March 2022 .     No loose sweets, lollies or undated bags of sweets.  
 
Toiletries: (No Talcum Powder) Shampoo; Soap/Shower Gel;                                      
Face Cloth/Moist Wipes; Deodorant; Moisturising  Cream; Comb/Brush;                            
Sanitary Products; Shaving Foam/Razors; Socks/Tights 
 
Miscellaneous:  New Make-up; Sewing Equipment; Household Candles; 
Screwdrivers/Pliers; Kitchen Utensils   
 
Stationery: Pens/Pencils/Sharpener; Notepads/Colouring Books; 
Rulers/Rubbers    

Clothes and other items: T Shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/Shirts etc    

We are looking for unwanted shoe boxes with 

detachable lids. 

WHY NOT SPREAD THE COST BY ADDING SOMETHING 

TO YOUR SHOPPING TROLLEY EACH WEEK? 

Edith, Irene and Hazel can provide further details of the Appeal 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Good news! 
Fresh Start are now accepting donations for the starter packs 

Please see current list of household items (Back Page) that can help 
make a house a home.If you wish to donate items, please contact 

Hazel Pryde about collecting your items and delivering them to 
Ferry Road Drive. 

  



 

 

  


